
June 2022

Dear Honors English III Student:

Summer reading is an important part of the curriculum at Gloucester City High School. Your
reading book has been carefully selected by the staff, who have chosen the texts for both their
appropriateness in terms of reading level and their value as literary classics with which high
school students should have some familiarity.

You have been assigned The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck as your summer reading text.
The reading must be completed by the first day of school. The assignment choice below will be
collected the first week of school.

Select ONE of the following topics:  (Your response must be a five-paragraph essay with a clear
thesis, text support, and careful editing submitted to the 2022-2023 HEIII Google Classroom
when available.)

*Choose one or three elements of literature and discuss its or their role and importance in The
Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck.  Make sure to include the title and author in the first
paragraph of  your response.  Support your points with text evidence.  Be sure to make clear how
the three elements added to the overall impact of the novel.

OR

*Select any quotation or narrative sentence from the novel.  In a well-organized, well-written,
typed 1-3-1 essay containing text support, explain its significance to the character(s), its
relevance to the novel/history of the time, and its meaning and relationship to your/modern life.
Make sure to include the quotation, title, and author in the first paragraph of your response.
Support your points with text evidence.

We also encourage you to read as much for fun as you possibly can. Reading books, magazines,
and newspapers over the summer will help you learn new things and keep your reading skills
sharp, which will help you in all of your classes next year.

Have a wonderful vacation. We are looking forward to seeing you in September.

Sincerely,

The Members of the English Department


